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Hurricane Ike Missing Persons:

RECOVERED ALIVE Update

October 2008

Since the beginning of October, the
Center has logged numerous hours tracking
Hurricane lke missing persons. Fortunately,
the number of missing is now below one
hundred, and with each passing day the
number drops due to the continuing efforts
of the wonderful volunteers. Without their
help, we could never have handled the
volume of calls received.

We are also learning some valuable
lessons in how we managed the tracking of
missing persons in a large-scale
emergency. The Laura Recovery staff and
volunteers have coordinated with thousands
of family members, law enforcement, the
Red Cross, and FEMA to locate the missing
after the hurricane. Tragically, not all of
those listed as missing have been found
alive.

I must also extend my thanks to the
Red Cross volunteers who took our missing
persons’ list and went door-to-door in
Galveston in an attempt to find many of our
missing persons. They followed up on
leads provided by friends and neighbors. |
would also like to thank Lise Olsen from the
Houston Chronicle who also followed up on

The LRC is excited to announce
that we are sponsoring an art contest to
illustrate a booklet written by a popular
children's author. Mike Thaler, author of
the Black Lagoon book series, has
written a short booklet on personal
safety and abduction prevention and
donated it to the LRC.

The winner of the contest will
illustrate the booklet written by Mr.
Thaler. Fourth and fifth grade students
from schools in Alvin, Clear Creek,
Friendswood, and Pearland
Independent School Districts have been
invited to enter. This booklet will
eventually be distributed free of charge
through the Laura Recovery Center. We
hope this will help us in our mission to
be proactive in preventing abductions.

We are currently seeking funding to
help with the cost of printing and
distributing these booklets. Results of
the contest will be published in this
newsletter in the spring months of 2009.
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